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Naivasha Mobile Vet Unit 

Monthly report – January 2017 

Introduction 

Routine clinical case interventions and research activities continued during the month. The Naivasha Mobile Vet 

Unit visited Manera Farm, Aquilla Farm, Upper KARO-Mbo Ikamiti, Malu Ltd and Shwari Farm - Kedong Ranch 

Soysambu Ranch on security patrol.  

In summary, the following activities were undertaken during this month; 

i. General routine clinical case work and research activities. 

ii. Routine security patrols in Upper KARO -Mbo Ikamiti, Manera Farm, Marula Estates, Shwari Farm in 

Kedong Ranch and Aquilla Farm on various dates. 

General weather 

Nakuru and many parts South and North of Lake Naivasha during this reporting period remained dry and dusty. 

However late in the month sporadic light rains prevailed in some parts of the region. Generally, mornings are cold 

later change to hot, sunny and windy days. The nights are cold dry and windy. Pastures are scarce and drought has 

started to bite hard as pastures are depleted.  

Case reports 

This is a summary of the clinical cases reported during the month. 

On 02.1.2017 at Kenya Wildlife Service Training Institute(KWSTI) the team desnared a female impala with a neck 

wire snare. The female impala was darted with 1.5mg of etorphine plus 5mg of Azaperone using a Dan Inject dart 

rifle. Pictorial presentation of case 

On 03.1.2017 at Kongoni Game Valley the team carried out a post mortem examination of a female zebra less than 1 

month old.  The zebra foal had been abandoned by the mare. She had suffered severe cactus thorns puncture wounds 
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in the chest. The foal unfortunately succumbed to death due to severe pneumonia and internal hemorrhage. Pictorial 

presentation of case 

 
On 12th .to 13th .1.2017 at Flamingo Horticulture – off Moi South Lake road) the team working together with KWS 

HQ Vet Clinic team captured and translocated 20 warthogs in Flamingo Horticulture to Hells Gate N. Park. These 

warthogs are problem animals on daily basis as they ferociously destroy valuable horticultural crops including baby 

corn, rose flowers among others. Some of the warthogs were captured through chemical immobilization. Over 80% 

of warthogs were captured by net method plus manual restraint. Pictorial presentation of the work 
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On 16th January 2017, the team undertook a necropsy exam of one dead sub adult male zebra at Kedong Ranch. The 

lungs were pneumonic. Gross pathological cause of death is severe pneumonitis. 

Pictorial presentation of case 
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On 17.1.2017 the team desnared a female zebra with a right front leg wire snare at Soysambu Ranch at Tom’s Air 

Strip near Lake Elmentaita shores. She was darted with a 5mg of etorphine plus 100mg of Azaperone dart using a 

Dan Inject dart rifle. The snare wound was cleaned with water and povidone iodine, 7,500mg of Amoxicillin 

Trihydrate (Betamox®) and 20ml of Multivitamins were also administered. The prognosis of the case is guarded. 

Pictorial presentation of the case 
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On 17.1.2017at Soysambu Ranch the team participated in a thorough search of a female lion with a neck wire snare. 

The search started at 4.00pm to 3.00 am in the morning, unfortunately we failed to sight the snared lion. The search 

also continued on 20.1.2017 from 9.00 pm to 4.00 am. Our concerted effort was also fruitless.  

 

On 18.1.2017 at Kongoni Game Valley, the team treated a female zebra foal rescued from Moi Ndabi Secondary 

School on 17.1.2017 where she had been locked up in a classroom. The foal had bruises on the chest and 

dehydrated. She had diarrhea on 1st day of therapy. We administered 750mg of Amoxicillin trihydrate, 2mg of 

Dexamethasone plus normal saline for 4 days. However, on 22.1.2017 she succumbed to death due to severe 

respiratory illness. Pictorial presentation of case
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On 18.1.2017 we attended to a injured female subadult lion at Lake Nakuru National Park. The lion was 

immobilized using 250mg of Ketamine plus 2mg of Medetomidine Hcl. On examination, the lion had sustained a 

joint sprain and that is the reason why she was limping. The sprained right hind leg was slightly swollen. We 

administered 750mg of Amoxicillin hydrate(Betamox®), plus 2mg of Dexamethasone by intramuscular route. She 

was reversed from general anesthesia using 15mg of Atipamizole Hcl given by intramuscular route. She joined her 

pride immediately. The prognosis of the case is good.  Pictorial presentation of the case
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On 20.1.2017 at Kedong Ranch, the team performed a post mortem exam of one female adult Thompsons gazelle. 

These were the gross pathological findings-: pneumonitis, loss of teeth, petechie hemorrhages in kidney and large 

advanced twin pregnancy. Plausible cause of death is pregnancy toxemia complicated by severe energy deficit and 

acute pneumonia. Pictorial presentation of the case

 

 

 

 

On 23.1.2017 at Aquilla Farm the team treated a male zebra snared on left front leg. The snare had self-released and 

the resulting wound was cleaned with water and povidone iodine. We also administered 900mg of Oxytetracyclines 

(Alamycin 30% LA) and 20 ml of multivitamins. Prognosis of the case is good. 
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On 24.1.2017 at Soysambu Ranch – Charcoal kilns area the team desnared female zebra snared on neck by a winch 

wire snare. This was a deeply embedded wire snare literally strangulating the zebra to death. It was unfortunate, the 

zebra succumbed to death during the operation. 

 

 

On 26.1.2017 at Aquilla Farm the team desnared a female zebra snared on left front leg by a winch wire snare. The 

suppurative wound was cleaned with water and povidone iodine. We administered 4,500mg of Amoxicillin 

Trihydrate (Betamox®) and 20ml of Multivitamins. The wound was also sprayed with oxytetracycline fly repellant 

spray. Prognosis of the case is good. 
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