Naivasha Mobile Vet Unit
Monthly report – February 2017

Introduction
Routine clinical case interventions and research activities continued during the month. The Naivasha Mobile Vet
Unit visited Goldy Miller Ranch, Upper KARO-Mboikamiti, Aquilla Farm, Marula Estates and Soysambu Ranch on
security patrol.
In summary, the following activities were undertaken during this month;
i.

General routine clinical case work and research activities

ii.

Routine security patrols in Marula Estates, Upper KARO, Goldy Miller Ranch, Soysambu Ranch, Green
Park – Great Rift Valley Lodge and Aquilla Farm on various dates

General weather
Nakuru and many parts South and North of Lake Naivasha during this reporting period remained dry and dusty.
However, early in the month sporadic light rains prevailed in some parts of the region. Generally, mornings are cold
later change to hot, sunny and windy days. The nights are cold dry and windy. Pastures are scarce and drought is
biting hard as pastures are depleted.
Case reports
This is a summary of the clinical cases reported during the month.
On 10.2.2017 the team with full support of Kongoni Game Valley Security Scouts rescued 2 zebras trapped in a 4
feet deep pit at Crater Lake area.
On 12.2.2017 at Nduro area, Aquilla Farm the team supported by Crater Lake Security Scouts arrested 2 suspected
poachers, who had snared and slaughtered a female zebra. The zebra had been snared using a winch wire snare and
could not release herself. Unfortunately, when the team arrived at the scene, the poachers had slaughtered the zebra.
The wire snare was on the right front leg. Zebra meat was recovered from the suspect(s) house. The criminal case is
pending in Naivasha law courts. Pictorial presentation of the case
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On 12.2.2017 at Kongoni Game Valley, the team carried out a post mortem examination of a female zebra less than
1 day old. The weak zebra foal had been abandoned by the mare at Mundui. She was alive in less than 24 hours. The
foal unfortunately succumbed to death due to severe pneumonia and internal hemorrhage. Pictorial presentation of
case

On 13.2.2017 the team desnared a male zebra at Mundui (South of Lake Naivasha). The zebra had winch wire snare
on the right hind leg which had almost severed the ligaments. He was darted using a dart containing 5mg of
etorphine Hcl (Captivon™98, Wildlife pharmaceuticals Pty Ltd, White River, South Africa) plus 100mg of
Azaperone tartrate(Kyron (Pty) Ltd, Benrose, South Africa) using a Dan Inject dart rifle. The snare wound was
cleaned with water and povidone iodine, 6,000mg of Amoxicillin Trihydrate (Betamox® LA) given IM and a topical
oxytetracycline spray applied. Prognosis of the case is guarded. Pictorial presentation of case

3|Page

On 14 & 15.2.2017 the resident vet participated in a 2-day (taskforce) workshop and developed a draft protocol on
management of wildlife poisoning incidence in Kenya at Rosa Hotel, Naivasha. These were the participants; Dr.
Dominic Mijele (KWS), Dr. Titus Kaitho (KWS/ARR), Linus Kariuki (KWS), Moses Ochieng’ Odhiambo (KWS),
Paul Gacheru (Nature Kenya). The workshop was sponsored by Nature Kenya.
On 15.2.2017 the team attended to a male zebra at Game Farm(KWSTI). The zebra had suffered a open fracture of
the left front leg. The zebra was darted using a dart containing 5mg of etorphine plus 100mg of Azaperone tartrate.
The zebra had a poor prognosis and therefore was put to rest using 4,000mg of Sodium pentobarbitone (Eutha-naze®
Bayer (Pty) Ltd, Isando, South Africa).
Pictorial presentation of the case

On 15.2.2017 the team rescued abandoned male zebra foal at KWSTI. The foal was managed using antibiotics and
steroids for 5 days but unfortunately succumbed to death on 23.2.2017 as a result of severe bloody diarrhea.
Pictorial presentation of the case
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On 17.2.2017 at Kenya Nut near Goldy Miller Ranch, the team desnared a male zebra which could not release self
from a trap. The resulting wound was cleaned with water and povidone iodine. We also administered 900mg of
Oxytetracyclines (Alamycin 30% LA) and 20 ml of multivitamins. Prognosis of the case is good. Pictorial
presentation of the case
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On 21.2.2017 at Sopa Lodge off Moi South Road, the team desnared a female zebra snared on the neck by wire
snare. She was darted using a dart containing 5mg of etorphine plus 100mg of Azaperone using a Dan Inject dart
rifle. Prognosis of the case is good. Pictorial presentation of the case

On 22.2.2017 the team treated one female oryx at Kensalt Ltd Farm - Solai. She had given birth one week but
unfortunately the calf succumbed to death. She displayed a poor body condition score of 2. She was immobilised
using 5mg of Etorphine plus 40mg of Azaperone tartrate.
Other treatments were the following;
i.

Ivermectin inj 20mg ( Interchemie, Metaalweg 8 Venray, Holland), given SQ

ii.

Multivitamins inj 20 ml, administered IM

iii.

Dexamethasone inj 4mg, given by intramscular route

iv.

Oxytetracyline inj 6,000mg (Alamycin® 30% LA)given IM

Ectopor® was appplied to stop heavy tick infestation. Due to the prevailing drought & scarcity of pasture the wildlife
Sanctuary management was advised to start feed supplimentation including hay and lucerne. Pictorial presentation
of the case

6|Page

On the same day the team also treated a male oryx in the same farm which was limping and fair body condition.
He was darted using 6mg of Etorphine plus 40mg of Azaperone tartrate. The treatment regime was the following;
v.

Ivermectin inj 20mg, given SQ

vi.

Multivitamins inj 20 ml, administered IM

vii.

Dexamethasone inj 4mg, given by intramscular route

viii.

Oxytetracyline inj 6,000mg (Alamycin 30% LA®)given IM

Ectopor® was appplied to stop heavy tick infestation. Pictorial presentation of the case
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On 23.2.2017 at Kongoni Game Valley, the team translocated a problem causing warthog to Hells Gate National
Park. This male warthog had been habituated by hand feeding, damaging lodge equipment and a nuisance to visitors.
He was lulled into a capture net and the physically restrained and transported in a trap.Pictorial presentation

On 26.2.2017 at Crescent Island, off Moi South Road, the team male attended to a sub adult Maasai Giraffe tangled
with barbed wire on the neck. The team was accompanied by the Chief promoter and founder of ARR (Margarete).
The giraffe was darted on foot using a Dan-inject rifle dart containing 10mg of etorphine Hcl & 100mg of
Azaperone tartrate. Anesthesia was quickly reversed with 30mg of Naltrexone given intravenously. Prognosis of the
case is good. Pictorial presentation of the case
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On 27.2.2017 at Upper KARO - Mboikamiti the team desnared a female adult zebra snared with a nylon rope on
front right leg. The zebra was immobilized 5mg of etorphine Hcl plus 100mg of Azaperone tartrate. The first dart
was not effective. However, second dart immobilized the jittery zebra. Prognosis of the case is good. Pictorial
presentation of the case

On 28.2.2017 at Marula Estates Ltd near Gilgil turn off point, the team desnared a male zebra snared with a blue
plastic plus a winch wire snare on left hind leg. Prognosis of the case is good. Pictorial of the case
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On 28.2.2017 the team treated a female zebra at Aquilla Farm. The zebra had suffered a snare wound on right front
leg. Prognosis of the case is good. Pictorial of the case

On 28.2.2017 at KWSTI, the team desnared a female adult warthog snared on the snout and canine teeth. Prognosis
of the case is good.
Ongoing research activities
On 1st February 2017, blood sampling nd 3 horses at Goldy Miller Ranch was undertaken. Samples taken include
whole blood in EDTA and storage of the same in liquid nitrogen at-1960C and other blood samples in plain tubes for
serology.
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