Naivasha Mobile Vet Unit
Monthly report – August 2017
Introduction
Routine clinical case interventions continued during the month. Naivasha Mobile Vet Unit visited Mundui, Kedong
Ranch, Aquilla, Lentolia, Kenya Nut, Soysambu Ranch and Lake Nakuru National Park among other areas on
security patrol.
In summary, the following activities were undertaken during this month;
i.
ii.
iii.

General routine clinical case work
Routine security patrols in Kedong, Hippo Point, Marula Estates, Kijabe Ltd – Ndabibi, Kenya Nut on
various dates
Lions capture, collaring and translocation back to Lake Nakuru National Park

General weather
Nakuru and many parts South and North of Lake Naivasha during this reporting received seasonal rains. Generally,
mornings are cold, later in the day it is hot, sunny and windy. The nights are cold and windy.
Case reports
This is a summary of the clinical cases reported during the month.
On 2.8.2017 the team attended to a snared hyena with a neck -mouth snare. The snare had cut over 95% of the neck
muscles. The hyena could hardly walk, weak and debilitated. Prognosis of the case was poor. The hyena was put to
rest. A pictorial presentation of the case

On 3.8.17, three zebras in distress at Kedong Ranch – Tiriki area and Kenya Nut – Main Gate area.
Date

Species

Age

Sex

Location

3.8.17

Zebra

Adult

Female

3.8.17

Zebra

Adult

Female

3.8.17

Zebra

Adult

Male

Kedong RanchTiriki area
Kedong RanchTiriki area
Kenya Nut –
Main gate area

Reason for
intervention
Copper wire snare
on left hind leg
Winch wire snare
on right hind leg
Nylon rope snare
on left hind leg

Prognosis

Comments

Good
Good
Good

All zebras were given amoxicillin trihydrate, dexamethasone, multivitamins by intramuscular route and wounds
cleaned with water, tincture of iodine, sprayed with a oxytetracycline fly repellant.
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A pictorial presentation of the cases

On 13.8.17 at Lentolia, team attended to a speared male giraffe calf <7days old. The giraffe had suffered a spear
wound on the neck which was extensive and the spear had penetrated through the neck. The calf succumbed to death
during treatment. Pictorial presentation of the case
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On 14.8.17 at Lake Nakuru National Park – Sarova area, the team attended to a male subadult lion, that was
debilitated, cachetic and could not ambulate. The lion had also suffered irreversible territorial fight injuries. The lion
had no appetite and was incapacitated. The Prognosis of the case was poor and therefore was put to rest by IV
400mg of phenobarbitone injection.
Pictorial presentation of the case

On 14.8.17 at Soysambu Ranch, the team collared a male lion also known as Phillipe near Delamere’s nose. The lion
was in a pride of 3. He was darted using 290mg of Ketamine Hcl plus 8mg of Medetomidine. He was immobilized
after 15 minutes. The lion was collared using a Savannah Tracking® GSM/GPS collar. Amoxicillin trihydrate was
administered through IM route. Reversal of anesthesia was undertaken after one hour using 25mg of atipamezole
given by IM route. He was not translocated back to Lake Nakuru National Park because there was no transport on
ground.
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Pictorial presentation of case

On 15.8.17 at Sawella Lodges, the team responded to a case of female giraffe stuck in mud at lake shore. Prognosis
of the case is good as giraffe was successfully rescued. Pictorial presentation of the case

On 15.8.17 at Soysambu Ranch, the team desnared a male zebra snared on left front leg by a wire snare. He was
darted using a dart containing 5mg of etorphine plus 100mg of Azaperone using a Dan Inject dart rifle. Prognosis of
the case is good. Pictorial presentation of the case
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On 16.8.17 at Wileli conservancy the team desnared a male giraffe . The giraffe had been snared by winch wire plus
a plastic snare on right front leg. He was darted using a dart containing 10mg of etorphine Hcl (Captivon™98,
Wildlife pharmaceuticals Pty Ltd, White River, South Africa) plus 100mg of Azaperone tartrate (Kyron (Pty) Ltd,
Benrose, South Africa) using a Dan Inject dart rifle. Prognosis of the case is good.
Pictorial presentation of the case

On 16.8.17 the team attended to sick male eland at Lentolia. The eland was lying down on lateral recumbency and
failed to walk when approached. He was hyper salivating and when threatened he walked with a head tilt and was
moving in circles. We administered 500mg of Flunixin meglumine plus 12,000mg of Oxytetracyclines(Alamycin
LA 30% through the IM route. Prognosis of the case was poor. He later succumbed to death . Pictorial presentation
of the case
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On 18.8.17 at Soysambu Ranch, the team attended to lioness which had sufffered penetrating wounds due to
territorial fight. She was immobilized and treated using 6000mg of Amoxicillin Trihydrate administered via IM
route. Topically the bite wounds were also cleaned with tincture of iodine. She was also fitted with Savannah
Tracking® GSM/GPS collar. Prognosis of the case is good. Pictorial presentation of the case.

On 18.8.17at Soysambu Ranch the team captured 2 male lions - Gilbert and another male lion known as
Phillipe(fitted with a collar) for translocation back to Lake Nakuru National Park. Pictorial presentation of the
work
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Unfortunately Phillipe and Gilbert returned to Soysambu Ranch in less than 48 hours
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On 22.8.17, the Naivasha resident veterinarian participated in one day workshop at Roza Hotel, Naivsha reviewing a
draft Wildlife Poisoning Response Protocol after stakeholders forum which was held in June 2017.
On 23.8.17 the team desnared 2 male zebras at Soysambu ranch. One had a winch wire snare on the right hind leg
and the other had a snare wound on of right front leg. Prognosis of theses cases is good. Pictorial presentation of
the cases

On 24.8.17 the team attended to 2 Oryxes(male and female) and one female eland at Solai Wildlife Sanctuary which
were heavily infested with ticks. The animals were given ivermectin by SQ route and Long acting Oxytetracycline,
and multivitamins given IM route. The animals were aslo covered externally with a Ectopor ® pour on. Pictorial of
the work
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On 24.8.17 and 26.8.17 the team attended to 2 zebras at Soysambu Ranch, Lake Nakuru National Park and Kedong
Ranch. This is a Summary of this cases
Date
Species
Age
Sex
Location
Reason for
Prognosis Comments
intervention
24.8.17
Zebra
Adult
Male
Lake Nakuru
Penis injury
Poor
Put to rest
National Park
which had
turned
gangrenous
26.8.17
Zebra
Adult
Female
Kedong
Fracture of
Poor
Put to rest
Ranch
right hind leg
due to
entanglement
into a wire
fence
24.8.17
Zebra
Adult
Male
Soysambu
Snare on right
Good
Ranch
front leg
Pictorial of the cases
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On 25.8.17 at Hellsgate National Park the team desnared a female olive baboon with a neck wire snare. Prognosis of
the case is good. Pictorial of the case.
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On 26.8.17, at Kedong Ranch Tiriki area the team attended to female zebra which had sustained leg injuries due to
entanglement into a fence wire. On examination the zebra had sufffered a complete fracture of the right hind leg.
The animal had a poor prognosis therefore was put to rest. She was given 4000mg of Sodium phenotobarbitone by
IV route. Pictorial presentation of the case.

On 29.8.17 the team desnared a male giraffe with a ring wire snare of right hind leg at Simba Lodge on the shore of
Lake Naivasha. Prognosis of the case is good. Pictorial presentation of the case

On 31.8.17 at Kedong Ranch the team responded to case of a male zebra in distress. He had sufffered a complete
open fracture of right front leg. Prognosis of the case was poor. The zebra was put to rest. He was given 4000mg of
Sodium phenotobarbitone by IV route.
Pictorial presentation of the case
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