Naivasha Mobile Vet Unit
Monthly report – January 2019
Introduction
Routine clinical case interventions continued during the months of January. Naivasha Mobile
Vet Unit visited Manera farm, Loldia farm, Great Rift Valley Lodge - Green Park, Mundui
Estates, Crater Lake, Kigio Group Ranch, Lentolia, Wileli conservancy, Kedong ranch among
other areas on security patrol. In summary, the following activities were undertaken;
i.

General routine clinical case work

ii.

Routine security patrols in Manera farm, Loldia farm, Great Rift Valley Lodge - Green
Park, Mundui Estates, Crater Lake, Kigio Group Ranch, Lentolia, Wileli conservancy,
Kedong ranch among others on various dates

iii.

A brief report on deaths of hippopotami at Lake Ol bolossat

iv.

Treatment of injured male white rhinoceros at Ruma National Park

General weather
Many parts south, north of Lake Naivasha and generally some parts of Central Rift Conservation
Area during this reporting period, are green with abundant browse and pasture. The region is
experiencing a dry spell weather (sporadic or no rainfall at all). Generally, mornings are cold,
later in the day it is hot, sunny and windy.
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Case reports
This is a summary of the work during this period.
On 06.01.2019 at Kedong ranch, the team rescued a female zebra snared on her neck by a wire.
Prognosis of the case is good. Pictorial presentation of the case
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On 08.01.2019 at Soysambu ranch, the team rescued a male zebra snared on left hind leg by a
wire. Prognosis of the cases is guarded. Pictorial of the case

On 09. 01.2019 Naivasha resident veterinarian, working together with veterinary team from
KWS HQs vet clinic treated a male white rhinoceros (Tom) at Ruma National Park. The rhino
had suffered injuries due to a territorial fight with another competing male. The rhinoceros was
immobilized remotely from a helicopter. On examination the rhino had suffered a skin laceration
and a shallow puncture wound due to a horn stab on the ribs. A pictorial of case
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On 10.01.2019 Sopa Lodge, the veterinarian put to rest a male waterbuck who had suffered a
complete fracture of his foreleg. Prognosis of the case was poor and a decision to put to rest the
suffering animal was executed. The animal was administered 4000mg of Sodium phenobarbitone
through the intravenous route.
Pictorial presentation of the case
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On 11.01.2019 at Kedong ranch, the team rescued a female zebra snared on the neck by a wire.
Prognosis of the case is guarded. Pictorial presentation of the case

On 11.01.2019 at Loldia Farm, the team rescued a male buffalo snared on the neck and horns by
a wire. Prognosis of the case is good. Pictorial presentation of the case
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On 14.01.2019 at Sopa Lodge the team rescued a male juvinle giraffe snared on the legs by a
wire. Prognosis of the case is good. Pictorial of the case

On 15.01.2019 at Community land next to Kigio group ranch we rescued a female zebra snared
on the neck by a wire. Prognosis of the case is ggood. Pictorial of the case
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On 16.01.2019 the team carried out a joint investigation exercise with KWS research Office on
hippo deaths in Lake Ol bolossat in Nyandarua county. A full report is annexex below.
A BRIEF REPORT ON REPORTED DEATHS OF HIPPOPOTAMI (Hippopotamus
amphibius) IN LAKE OL BOLOSSAT
16th January 2019
Compiled by: Drs Fred Omengo & Titus Kaitho
Introduction
Lake Ol bolossat is a protected wetland area under legal notice 179 under the Environmental
Management and Coordination Act (No. 8 of 1999, Laws of Kenya). The gazetted area covers an
area of 147 Km2 in Nyandarua County. The lake is the home to thousands of hippopotami with no
proper census having been undertaken, migratory water birds, crayfish, among others.
On the 2nd week of January 2019 we received a letter; (Ref: KWS/NYA/3002.1) from Warden
Nyahururu station indicating that there were increased incidences of hippo deaths. On 16 th January,
KWS research office and Naivasha Mobile Veterinary Unit held a joint investigation exercise
together with the warden.
History of hippopotami deaths
It was reported that for the last 6 months about 5 hippopotami carcasses had been found along the
shores of Lake Ol bolossat at different locations: one (1) at Rurii, two (2) at Gatumbiro, one (1) at
Ol jororok, and the last one (1) at Makereka. The other two (2) hippopotami at Gakoe were alive
and the prognosis of these 2 cases was uncertain.
Site(s) visit
The team first met with the Warden Nyahururu station to get a brief of the situation. They then
made site(s) visit to the lake shores to assess the situation on the ground at that point in time. The
visit to the lake was guided by local community members and fishermen who had identified
carcasses or potentially sick hippos.
The team walked along the shores, observing the various hippo families and any signs of abnormal
activity. We took GPS coordinates of the sites that were visited and recorded any abnormal signs
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or carcasses. Sighted hippopotami were recorded and health status evaluated at a distance using a
binocular. A number of livestock were sighted grazing at close proximity with hippopotamus. The
team later interviewed the local community members to get more detail on their interaction with
the hippos and any potential abnormal behavior or mortalities that they had seen.

Fig 1: (a) A view of the lake from one of the observation points and one of the rangers
inspecting a hippo that was isolated along the shoreline

Findings and observations
All the hippopotami sighted were found to be in good health according to a considered opinion of
the Veterinary professional. It was observed that sighted hippopotami were solitary males with
skin lacerations inflicted by other competing males. The wounds were also potentially as a result
of vicious territorial fights and others wounds inflicted by barbed wire(s). Carcasses seen were at
advanced stage of putrefaction and no laboratory samples could be collected to make useful
inferences. Cattle seen grazing near the hippopotami were in good health. This was further
corroborated by the local community that; there has been no recent outbreak of infectious
disease(s) in livestock in the community grazing area around the lake. It was also observed that
that the local community had heavily encroached into the protected wetland by crop farming,
deforestation and livestock grazing. The encroachment could have potentially shrunk the available
habitat for the hippopotami and these could have contributed to the territorial fights and deaths.
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Fig 2: More examples of solitary hippos and one carcass that was visited. The carcass was
at an advanced stage of decomposition
RECOMMENDATIONS


Lake Ol bolosatt management should continue with routine monitoring of hippopotami and
water birds and report any abnormal incidents for further follow-up.



No samples were taken for pathology & toxicology during the visit and therefore the
problem was below the threshold to warrant a full disease outbreak investigation at that
point in time. The death(s) in our opinion were distributed over 6 six months and not
clustered over a short duration. We inferred that these were normal deaths due to advanced
age and other force(s) including territorial fight(s)



Lake Ol bolossat and her surrounding ecosystem had no disease outbreaks reported in
livestock and possibility of cross transmission of disease(s) causing pathogens to
domestic animals and wild animals had not occurred at that point in time.
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A gazettement of Lake Ol bolossat under Wildlife Management Act of 2013 will help in
the conservation of hippopotami, other flora & fauna in the lake by ensuring presence of
Kenya Wildlife Service in the wetland. This will prevent further encroachment into the
lake by the local community and reduce human wildlife conflict.



Secure the riparian land and populate the eco-system with herbivores, control grazing and
deforestation to make Lake Ol bolosatt an important tourist attraction in Nyandarua
County.

On 17.01.2019 at Lake Bogoria the team examined an injured male zebra .The zebra had
sustained a open fracture of the left front leg. Prognosis of the case was poor. The zebra was put
to rest by administration of 4000mg of Sodium phentobarbitone by Iv route. Pictorial of the
case

On 22.01,2019 at Olsuswa farm the team rescued a male giraffe snared on the neck by a wire.
Prognosis of the case is good. Pictorial of the case
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